
Project Description – (Research Ethics Number - 2016/858) 

This research seeks to better understand sharing culture and ways in which it helps a person creative practice. 

Open source and the sharing ideology is what this research centres itself around. 

Open source is a paradigm of open collaboration and sharing, where ideas are developed within communities. 

These communities allow their ideas to be freely available for anyone to replicate, adapt or innovate upon the 

initial concept. Open source is commonly associated with the computer industry and is often misunderstood to 

be 'free and accessible software' however, this definition is limited. Open source, correctly framed, is the 

dissemination of knowledge, an ideology of openness, transparency and innovation. 

To create an understanding of how ideas can be disseminated within the open communities, this research 

project seeks to experiment with an online collaboration platform. Projects will be placed on this platform and 

observations will be carry out to investigate: 

- How people use this information.  Whether the published information is replicated or modified. 

- Ways in which this information is modified. Is the information used in unintentional ways? 

Participatory information. 

In certain circumstances, the researcher may wish to contact users who have interacted with this project. This 

communication will only occur through the message service built-in to this platform. At no time is the 

participant obligated to participant within this research. 

Your confidentiality 

All information that identifies the participant within this project will be altered for anonymity, within any 

publication or reporting i.e. no user name or profile information will be published outside of this repository.  

No analysis data from this research will be publish within this repository. All research data will be achieved 

within the appropriate data storage system of Griffith University Australia. 

Participation is Voluntary 

Your participation within this project is voluntary and can withdraw from the study at any time. You have the 

right to delete any of your own contributed data.  

Questions / further information 

All enquiries can be sent to the associated contact details attached to this repository. 

The ethical conduct of this research 

Griffith University conducts research in accordance with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human 

Research.  If potential participants have any concerns or complaints about the ethical conduct of the research 

project, they should contact the Manager, Research Ethics on +617 3735 4375 or research-

ethics@griffith.edu.au 

Communication of Results / Reporting 

All participants will be able to request materials relevant to their involvement, during and after the completion 

of the project.   

 


