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Overview of ECG 
tester__________________________________ 

 
 
 This device is used to synthesize 4 types of waveforms: sine waves at 1, 5, 10 and 50 
Hz and NSR waveforms at 40, 70, 130 and 210 beats per minute.  When connected to an 
ECG machine, this device will output one of the above waveforms.  The main parts of this 
device that the user should be acquainted with are the switch which allows the user to switch 
between one of the four types of inputs, the alligator clips which interface with the ECG 
machine, and the battery pack which provides the device with power.  The complete device 
is shown in Figures 1a and 1b. 
 
 

 
Figure 1a:  Front of board with alligator clips for ECG leads on right and switch inputs on the top and left of 

device 
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Figure 1b:  Back of board with attachment of battery pack 

 
 
 
 

Connection of the ECG leads_____________________________ 
  
 This device has outputs for a three leads of an ECG machine.  On a three lead ECG 
machine, top output is the clip for the lead from the left arm, the middle output is the lead 
from the right arm and the bottom lead is from the right leg as shown in Figure 2a.  
 

 
 

Figure 2a:  Outputs of device are on the right. 
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This device can also be used with a five lead ECG machine.  In this case, the right arm and 
left arm are connected as described previously.  One of the other leads (RL, LL or C) can be 
connected to the bottom alligator clip.  Please see Figure 2b for more details.  The other two 
leads remain unattached.  Similarly, this device can be used with a 12-lead ECG machine.  
The top alligator clip connects to the lead from the left arm or a positive electrode, the 
middle alligator clip connects to the lead from the right arm or a negative electrode and 
finally, the bottom lead connects to the right leg or a reference electrode.   

 
 

Figure 2b.  Attachment of device to a five-lead ECG machine 
 

Use of the switch_______________________________________ 
 

The switch consists a metal ground strip on the back of the PCB, eight individual 
patches of solder on the front of the PCB and a clamp (see figures 3a and 3b for more 
detail).     

 
Figure 3a:  Front of PCB.  Notice the squares of solder that provide a place of attachment so that the user can 

select a given input. 
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Figure 3b:  Back of PCB.  Notice the strip of solder that runs on the back of the PCB that provides a place of 

attachment so that the user can select a given input. 
 

 
 In this design, the strip of metal on the backside of the PCB is connected to ground.  
On the top of the PCB, there are 8 solder patches which correspond to the 8 input 
waveforms.  To turn the switch on, the user must clamp the desired input to ground 
as shown in Figure 5.3c. This clamp can be an alligator clip as shown or a pair of 
pliers may be used as well.  Once the input is clamped to ground, the signal then 
travels to the PIC.  Initially all the pins on the PIC are set high, so the PIC will notice 
that one of the pins has been set low.  The low input from the pin will turn on the 
desired waveform in the PIC.   

 
Figure 3c: Final PCB layout with alligator clamp to switch on. 
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Power Source__________________________________________ 
  

The power source for the device is three 1.5V batteries which insert into the battery 
pack included in the design.  To turn the device on, insert the batteries into the battery pack. 
Note the orientation of the battery before insertion.  When the device is on, the green LED 
will light up.  Also, the LED will flash according to the frequency and shape of the 
waveform.  When outputting a sine wave, the LED will flash on and off with the frequency 
of the waveform.  When outputting a NSR waveform, the LED will flicker to indicate the 
QRS complex.  To turn the device off, remove the batteries. 
 
*******NOTE:  Please remove the batteries after every use to prolong battery life ********* 
 
Repair/ Debugging Options_____________________________ 
 
 Always make sure the device is on.  If the LED is not on, check the voltage of the 
batteries to ensure that they have not died.  Also, check to make sure the leads of the ECG 
machine are connected correctly and that the device.  Finally, make sure the device does not 
get wet as water can damage the circuitry.   
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